Compliance Assistance Bulletin – Catering Operation

          Page 2

[image: image2.png]



10590 Armstrong Ave, Suite A,  Mather, CA 95655 ( (916) 875-8440 ( FAX (916) 875-8513
http://www.emd.SacCounty.net
[image: image1.jpg]Countywide Services Agency

Environmental Management Department



catering operations
	Purpose
	
	The purpose of this Bulletin is to provide compliance assistance information regarding permit requirements for catering operations.

	
	
	

	Issue


	
	Several catering operations have been identified as operating from unapproved facilities and without a valid health permit.
Catering operations are subject to all pertinent requirements set forth by the California Uniform Retail Food Facilities Law (CURFFL).  Any operator of a catering operation in Sacramento County must be approved by the County of Sacramento Environmental Management Department and must obtain a Permit to Operate.

	
	
	

	What This Means 
To You
	
	You are a caterer if you supply food/beverages and related services to any off premise public or private function.  Caterers are required to have a valid health permit and operate out of approved facilities.  If you are catering without a valid health permit, you must cease all food preparation until a valid permit has been obtained. Caterers are required to do the following:

· Complete and submit an Application for Permit to Operate

· Pay annual Permit fees

· Complete and submit a sample Menu/Procedure List

· Understand and comply with CURFFL and Catering Requirements outlined in the Catering Operation Application Packet

· Complete and submit a valid Commissary Verification Form

· Submit a copy of your Food Manager’s Certification

You are a cook-for-hire if you are hired to prepare and/or serve food at a private function and all food is prepared and handled at the location of the private function.  No food may be stored, prepared or handled at the private home of a cook-for-hire.  A cook-for-hire is not required to obtain a Health Permit.  


	
	
	Continued on reverse


	Questions 
and Answers
	
	Where should I go to begin the permitting process for my catering operation?  
You may call the County of Sacramento Environmental Management Department at (916) 875-8440. You may also visit our office in person at:
Environmental Management Department
0590 Armstrong Ave  
Mather, CA 95655
If the facility from which you plan to operate does not already have a valid Health Permit the facility may have to be reviewed by Environmental Health Plan Review staff to determine if the facility meets the construction and enclosure requirements outlined in CURFFL.  Plans may be submitted for review at:

Environmental Health Plan Review

827 7th Street, Room 102

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 874-6010

I have been catering for several years and have never needed a Health Permit, why do I have to get one now?
Catering operations have always required a permit from the local enforcement agency.  If you have been and are operating without a valid Health Permit, it will result in enforcement action that may include additional fees, fines, and penalties.
Can I use a church kitchen to operate may catering business?
If the church kitchen has a valid Health Permit, it may be considered an acceptable facility for a catering operation.  If the facility does not have a valid Health Permit, plans will likely have to be submitted and approved by Environmental Health Plan Review, prior to the issuance of a Health Permit.

	
	
	

	For More Information 
	
	For additional information and assistance, contact the Environmental Health Division at (916) 875-8440 between 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., Monday – Friday, email emdinfo@saccounty.net, or visit the EMD web site at: http://www.emd.saccounty.net.
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