How to obtain permits to sell food at temporary events, swap meets, and from mobile food units.
In California, you can not operate a retail food facility out of your home.  The Health and Safety Code (HSC) forbids the sale of any food item prepared in or stored at a private residence.  All food must be stored and prepared at a permitted food facility.

There are several options you have for selling food products, without have to open a restaurant or retail food store. 
1.  Temporary Food Facility (TFF) at Community Events:

The easiest way for you to sell food is to be a "temporary food facility” operating at community events. Community events are defined in the Health and Safety Code as being civic, political, or educational in nature, including state and county fairs, city festivals, circuses, and other public gatherings.

· All food must either be pre-packaged from an approved source or prepared at the event, in a booth approved by the County Environmental Management Departments Environmental Health Division (EMDEHD).  Detailed requirements are found in the “Temporary Food Facilities Operators Packet” published by EMDEHD.
· Submit an application for either a single event temporary food facility operator to the County Environmental Management Department (EMD)
· The single event permit is for one event only, and ranges in cost from $37 to $76.  It must be submitted two weeks prior to the event.
· The multi-event permit will allow you to operate at multiple events for no more than 25 days in a 90-day period.  It ranges from $200 to $400.
· Please be aware that if you are found with violations while operating at an event, you will be charged an additional fee of up to $149 for each re-inspection required to verify that you are in compliance.
· Put your name on the list of TFFs at EMD.  Event managers routinely call the EMD for the names of permitted TFFs.
2. Swap Meet Pre-Packaged Food Stand
Sell only pre-packaged, non-potentially hazardous foods at swap meets and flea markets.  No food preparation is allowed.
· Obtain a commissary agreement with a permitted food facility where your food will be stored between swap meets.
· Submit the Swap Meet Pre-Packaged Food Stand application to EMD. The current yearly cost of this permit is $178

· Obtain County business license
· Commercial Business License, currently $150 or Home Based License, currently $130

· Special Business License for Mobile or Itinerant Food Sales, currently $125

· Photo ID Card (Employee Permit) for each employee

· Fingerprinting of all employees at Sheriff’s Department ($32 per person)

· Become a vendor at swap meets within Sacramento County.

· Food must be sold from a totally enclosed booth or structure, which meets HSC requirements.
3.  Mobile Food Vendor
Types of Mobile Food Vehicles: There are two basic types of vehicles: Mobile Food Facilities (MFF) and Mobile Food Preparation Units (MFPU).

	· Mobile Food Facility:
There are three types of Mobile Food Facilities: MFF-A, MFF-B and MFF-C.

MFF-A can sell only prepackaged non-potentially hazardous foods such as 
· prepackaged chips, 
· candy bars and
· canned or bottled drinks.

MFF-B can only sell prepackaged potentially hazardous foods such as 
· burritos, 
· sandwiches and 
· tamales as well as foods that can be sold on a MFF-A.

	MFF-C can only:
· sell unpackaged non-potentially hazardous foods that only need heating, baking, popping, blending, assembly, portioning or dispensing. 

· sell hot dogs, cappuccino, and other coffee based or cocoa based beverages that may contain cream, milk, or similar dairy products. 
· sell prepackaged ice cream bars that are unpackaged at the time of sale for the purpose of adding condiments such as chocolate and nuts. 
· prepare non-potentially hazardous ingredients into a non-potentially hazardous food. 
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A mobile food facility is not allowed to conduct any cooking process on the vehicle including, but not limited to, barbecuing, broiling, frying, and grilling.


	· Mobile Food Preparation Units:
MFPU's are fully enclosed vehicles with cooking, hot holding and refrigeration equipment. All food preparation must be done on the vehicle or at the commissary. Open-air barbecues are not allowed.
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Both MFPU's and MFF's must operate from a commissary. See the permitting process below for details. If a MFF operator wishes to prepare potentially hazardous foods for sale on the vehicle, they must prepare, package, and label the food at the commissary. Preparation or handling of unpackaged potentially hazardous foods on any MFF is not allowed.

A potentially hazardous food is defined as:

"...food that is in a form capable of (1) supporting rapid and progressive growth of infectious or toxigenic microorganisms that may cause food infections or food intoxications, or (2) supporting the growth or toxin production of Clostridium botulinum..." - CURFFL Section 113845

Commissary Required:  

· In order to be permitted as a MFPU or MFF you must have a commissary. A commissary is a currently permitted food facility that is capable of, and has agreed to, let you use their facilities for the storage, servicing and cleaning of your MFPU or MFF. The Commissary Requirements will help you evaluate and determine a commissary that can support your vehicle.

· You will need to submit a Commissary Agreement Form completed by the commissary operator and you, the vehicle operator, as documentation of this agreement. If the facility that you are interested in is not currently permitted as a commissary, then an inspection may be required to determine if the facility can support your vehicle activity needs and be permitted as a commissary.

MFPU:  

· If your vehicle is the type that you step inside of or onto to operate, then your vehicle must have an insignia from the State Department of Housing and Community Development, Division of Codes and Standards. This does not apply to pushcarts or other unoccupied vehicles.

· If your vehicle is a MFPU, prior to issuance of a Permit to Operate, you will need to provide documentation of your Certified Food Handler Certificate.

Permitting Process for Mobile Food Vendors (MFF and MFPU):
A Mobile Food Facility (MFF) or Mobile Food Preparation Unit (MFPU) can operate throughout the County, subject to certain restrictions.  
· Purchase or lease a MFF or MFPU which meets State and County requirements

· Take schematic diagrams and pictures of the MFF or MFPU you are interested in to your health department for their verbal opinion and approval.

· If possible, schedule an appointment to have a County Health Inspector look at the unit your are considering. Call 916-875-8432.
·  Purchase your MFF or MFPU according to the requirements of the EMD EHD.
· Obtain a commissary agreement with a permitted food facility.
· Submit the MFF or MFPU application to EMD.  
· MFF - The current yearly cost of this permit is $162 up to $250, depending on the type of foods sold.

· MFPU - The current yearly cost of this permit is $339

· Obtain County business license(s)

· Commercial Business License, currently $150

· Special Business License for Mobile or Itinerant Food Sales, currently $125
· Photo ID Card (Employee Permit) for each employee

· Fingerprinting of all employees at Sheriff’s Department ($32 per person)
· Special Conditions:

· A mobile food vendor is not allowed to park their commercial vehicle at their home.  Vehicles must be parked at a commercial location.
· Itinerant vendors are limited in the amount of time which they can stop at one location.  They are allowed to stop only as long as they have customers (like an ice cream truck) or for about two hours (like a canteen truck at the job site).
· A temporary concession stand in a stationary location would require a Use Permit by the Planning Commission, which costs approximately $7,000
· Obtain a business license from each city you will be operating in.

· It is recommended that you obtain insurance to protect yourself in the event of a claim or lawsuit due to food poisoning or injury.

4. Caterer:
A caterer is a person, business, or food facility that prepares, transports, and serves food at public and/or private events. The food is stored and prepared in an approved, permitted, permanent food establishment, regulated under the California Uniform Retail Food Facility Law (CURFFL) through an annual health permit. 

· Provide a written agreement for use of a permitted kitchen

· A caterer is required to prepare all food at the approved food establishment, with the exception of barbeque. 
· Obtain a food facility permit for the kitchen in your name.
· Submit the food facility application to EMD.  

· The current yearly fee for the permit is $564
· If a caterer is preparing and serving food all day at a public event (e.g., a booth at the County Fair), the operation is then a Temporary Food Facility, requiring a different health permit and permit fee (See Section 1).
· Provide documentation of your Certified Food Handler Certificate.
· Obtain County business licenses
· Commercial Business License, currently $150

· Special Business License for Mobile or Itinerant Food Sales, currently $125

· Photo ID Card (Employee Permit) for each employee

· Fingerprinting of all employees at Sheriff’s Department ($32 per person)

· Obtain a business license from each city you will be operating in.

· It is recommended that you obtain insurance to protect yourself in the event of a claim or lawsuit due to food poisoning or injury. 
5.  Cook-for-Hire: 
A cook-for-hire is not a caterer, but is a person who is hired to prepare and/or serve food at a private on-site event. 
· All food prepared by the cook-for-hire is handled at the location of the event. 
· No food is stored or prepared off site.
·  A cook-for-hire is not regulated by the Environmental Health Division and is not required to obtain a health permit. 
· Please provide a statement of intent and a copy of business license for health permit exemption.

· Obtain County business license
· Commercial Business License, currently $150 or Home Based License, currently $130

· Special Business License for Mobile or Itinerant Food Sales, currently $125

· Photo ID Card (Employee Permit) for each employee

· Fingerprinting of all employees at Sheriff’s Department ($32 per person)

· Obtain a business license from each city you will be operating in.
6.  Vending Machines
a. CURFFL 113903. Vending Machine Definition
“Vending machine” means any self-service device that, upon insertion of money or tokens, dispenses food without the necessity of replenishing the device between each vending operation. “Vending machine” does not include any such device dispensing exclusively peanuts, nuts, popcorn, ballgum, or hard candy; prepackaged candy, cookies, crackers, or similar snacks and beverages that are not potentially hazardous as defined in Section 113845, and prepackaged ice.

b. Vending machines do not require a permit from the County Environmental Health Department at this time.
c. However, vending machines must still be in compliance with Article 10 of CURFFL.
7. Sales Tax Collection:
The California State BOARD OF EQUALIZATION (BOE) requires Sales and Use Tax Registration.  You must obtain a State seller's permit if you:
· Are engaged in business in California and 

· Intend to sell or lease tangible personal property that would ordinarily be subject to sales tax if sold at retail. 

· Will make sales for a temporary period, normally lasting no longer than 30 days at one or more locations (e.g. fireworks booth, Christmas tree lots, garage sale). 

The requirement to obtain a seller's permit applies to:
	· Individuals
	 
	· Husband/Wife Co-ownership

	· Partnerships
	 
	· LLP's

	· Corporations
	 
	· LLC's

	· Organizations
	 
	 


Both wholesalers and retailers must apply for a seller's permit.
Some types of food products are exempt from sales tax — Sales of food for human consumption are generally exempt from tax unless sold in a heated condition (except hot bakery items or hot beverages, such as coffee, sold for a separate price), served as meals, consumed at or on the seller’s facilities, ordinarily sold for consumption on or near the seller’s parking facility, or sold for consumption where there is an admission charge. 

You can get an application for a seller's permit mailed to you by calling 1-800-400-7115. 
Business Environmental Resource Center

3331 Peacekeeper Way
McClellan, CA 95652
(916) 364-4110
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